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CENTER FOR THE RIGHTS
OF ABUSED CHILDREN

STATES WITH RIGHT TO COUNSEL FOR CHILDREN

We believe every child deserves a safe and loving home. When asked by lawmakers across the
country for the single reform that will help protect the most abused and neglected children in
foster care, our answer is always the same — attorney representation for children. The graphic
below shows which states guarantee the appointment of client directed attorneys for all children.
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STATE STATE STATUTE

Arizona Ariz. Rev. Stat. § 8-221 - 2021 Legislation SB 1391 required the appointment
of Expressed/Stated-Interest legal counsel in all dependency cases

Connecticut Conn. Gen. Stat. § 46b-129a (2)(c) and § 46b-135

Louisiana LSA-Ch.C. Art. 607; LSA-Ch.C. Art. 551

Massachusetts M.G.L.A119§29

Montana Mont. Code Anno., § 41-3-425(2)(b);

2023 Legislation Senate Bill 148 required the appointment of Expressed/
Stated-Interest legal counsel in all dependency cases.

Nevada Nev. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 432B.420(2); Nev. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 128.100(2
New Jersey N.J. Stat. § 9:6-8.23; NJ Stat. §9:6-8.21(d))
New York NY CLS Family Ct Act § 241
Oregon 0.R.S.§419B.195
Vermont 33V.S.A.§5112

Every child deserves a safe and loving home. | thecenterforchildren.org


https://apps.azleg.gov/BillStatus/BillOverview/75424
https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_815t.htm#sec_46b-129a
https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_815t.htm#sec_46b-135
https://www.legis.la.gov/Legis/Law.aspx?d=73199
https://www.legis.la.gov/Legis/Law.aspx?d=408228
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleXVII/Chapter119/Section29
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/2023/billpdf/SB0148.pdf
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-432B.html#NRS432BSec420
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-128.html#NRS128Sec100
https://lis.njleg.state.nj.us/nxt/gateway.dll?f=templates&fn=default.htm&vid=Publish%3A10.1048/Enu
https://lis.njleg.state.nj.us/nxt/gateway.dll?f=templates&fn=default.htm&vid=Publish%3A10.1048/Enu
https://codes.findlaw.com/ny/family-court-act/fct-sect-241.html
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/bills_laws/ors/ors419B.html
https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/section/33/051/05112

